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Blue skies, warmer 
temperatures, and 

longer days are all signs 
that summer has arrived. 

Summertime can be a great 
time for everyone to get out of 

the house and enjoy activities. Here 
at Access to Independence we have 

planned multiple events this summer. 

One of the exciting events we have 
planned is with the Madison Mallards as 

part of their Charter Community Connection 
Nights. The game will be on Thursday, June 

27th with the game starting at 
7:05 pm. Tickets are $10 with a 

portion going to ATI. Only tickets 
bought through Access to Indepen-

dence will benefit the agency.

 The Madison Mallards game will also 
coincide with a 50/50 raffle that will take place 
during the 7th inning stretch. Tickets for this raffle 
are on sale and can be bought at Access to Inde-
pendence and the day of the ball game. There will 
be an Access to Independence booth where tickets 
can be bought. Representatives from Access to Inde-
pendence will also be walking around the ball park 
selling raffle tickets the day of the game. There are 
1,500 tickets available and if all are sold the pot will 
be over $6,000. If you would want to see how 
much you could win go to our Face-
book page and watch the pot grow!

Along with the Mallards game ATI will 
also be having its second Brat Sale on 

June 21st from 11 am – 5 pm. Come out and get a 
tour of Access to Independence and meet with our 
friendly staff and board members. During this brat 
sale Maynard the Mallard and some of the Mallard 
players will be on hand to meet fans and sign auto-
graphs 11 -12.

So come out and enjoy all that summer has to offer 
and show your support for Access to Independence. 
Whether it’s watching a baseball game on a warm 
summer night or munching on a tasty brat while 
hanging with your favorite Mallard, events are open 
to people of all ages and all disabilities. Look forward 
to seeing you this summer!

Hang out with ATI this Summer
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Charter Community  
Connection Night
Thursday, June 27th at 7pm  
Community Days!  Access to Independence is 
teaming up with the Madison Mallards. Game tick-
ets are only $10.  Tickets are on sale now and are 
available to purchase at our office location.  

UPcoming Events
Brat Sale
This year we are hosting another Brat sale. We will 
be offering brats in a bun, chips, soda, and condi-
ments.  Come and meet Board members, volunteers 
and staff!  

Friday, June 21st   
11:00 am to 6:00 pm at ATI

* The Madison Mallard’s mascot, Maynard, will be 
stopping by from 11 AM until 12:00 PM to rally the 
fans for the upcoming game on June 27th. 
 

35th Anniversary Gala                        
Thursday, September 26, 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
The Elk’s Lodge  
711 Jenifer Street 
Madison, WI 
Theme: 35 years of Empowerment and  
Independence

For all the up-to-date information on all of our events please contact Access to Independence by phone at 
608-242-8484, toll free at 800-362-9877, by video phone at 608 234-4484, by email at  
info@accesstoind.org, on the web at www.accesstoind.org or by stopping by our office located at  

3810 Milwaukee St. in Madison, accross from Woodman’s East!

50/50 Raffle
Access to Independence is holding  a 50/50 split-the-pot raffle. Raffle 
tickets are $5 each or 6 tickets for $25.  The drawing will be held the 
night of the Madison Mallards game, during the 7th inning stretch. 
Tickets are available for purchase now at ATI or the night of the game. 
Need not be present to win.
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“Independent Living, as seen by advocates, is a 
philosophy, a way of looking at disability and 
society, and a movement of people with disabili-
ties working for self determination, self respect, 
and equal opportunity. As citizens in a democratic 
society, the IL movement claims, persons with 
disabilities have the same right to participate, the 
same range of options, degree of freedom, control 
and self determination in every day life and life 
projects that other citizens take for granted.”

Al Buss, a long time dis-
ability advocate, mem-
ber and former Chair of 
the Board of Directors of 
Access to Independence 
passed on March 17, 
2013. Al lived the Inde-
pendent Living philoso-
phy each and every day. 
Al acquired his spinal 
cord injury in 1973 and 
was able to move for-
ward by focusing his ef-
forts on disability issues. 
Al was always supportive 
of ATI and committed 
to the IL philosophy. Al 
brought an optimistic 
attitude to everything 
he did and people knew 
him for his smile and his willingness to go the 
extra mile.

Al was originally born in Canada. His family im-
migrated to the Unites States when Al was 18 and 
ended up living in Milwaukee. Through life, Al 
went through multiple challenges meeting each 
one with determination and optimism. One of the 
challenges that Al faced was with drugs and alco-
hol. After achieving sobriety in 1979 he went on 
to get his high school diploma and graduate from 
college.  Al’s own personal experience with sub-
stance abuse led him to co-found the National   

Association of Alcohol, Drugs, and Disability 
(NADD) and the Wisconsin Association of Drugs 
and Disability. Al also worked for the State of Wis-
consin Department of Physical Disabilities with an 
emphasis on alcohol and drug treatment. 

After leaving his mark on the world through his 
professional life, Al joined the board of directors 
at Access to Independence, even becoming its 
board chair. When ATI was looking for a new of-

fice to meet its growing 
needs and demands, Al led 
the charge to find a new 
home for the agency and 
because of Al’s leadership, 
Access to Independence 
is now in a location where 
more people can come 
and receive services and 
opportunities such as 
cooking classes, computer 
training, and technology 
information.
 
Al lived the IL philosophy 
in everything he did in his 
life up to the very end. He 
lived with a commitment 
and his can-do attitude 
was apparent to all those 
who knew him and all 

those he touched through his life’s work. 

Al asked that those who wish to offer memorials 
in his name to send to Access to Independence to 
support programs that assist people with disabili-
ties to live independently. 

ATI would like to thank everyone who gave dona-
tions through Al’s memorial. Your generosity helps 
fund programs and provide advocacy for people of 
all ages with all types of disabilities. Your generos-
ity also supports Al’s belief that all people should 
be able to live independently. 

In Memoriam – Elmer “Al” Buss
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Thank You to Our Donors!
Access to Independence greatly appreciates the generosity of all those 
who have made a financial contribution – big or small – to our orga-
nization. Through the generosity of our donors, ATI is able to expand 
opporunities for individuals with disabilities to access demonstrations 
and free loans of assistive technology equipment, skills training in 
peoples’ homes and classes at our office in Madison, among the wide 
array of services we provide. We’d like to begin recognizing donors 
each quarter and thank each of you for your generosity!

Do you receive SSI or SSDI? Are you looking to start 
working or want to return to work? Maybe you want 
to supplement your current benefits, or maybe you 
would like to work yourself off of your benefits. 
Sounds like you could use a Benefits Summary and 
Analysis. 

A Benefits Summary and Analysis outlines your 
current benefits and health insurance, states what 
your work and benefits goal may be and explains 
the work incentives available to you to help you 
achieve your goal. Work incentives are rules that can 
help you protect your benefits and health insurance 
when you first start or return to work. 

SSI and SSDI have very different work incentives so 
it is important to discern between the two. There 

are even work incentives that can help you keep 
your Medicaid and Medicare after working yourself 
off of SSI or SSDI. SSI and SSDI beneficiaries can 
often receive misinformation about work incentives 
or not know about work incentives at all and end up 
owing money to the Social Security Administration!

So, how do you get a Benefits Summary and Analy-
sis? If you are working with DVR, ask your counselor 
for a benefits analysis. If you are with a Managed 
Care Organization such as Care Wisconsin and 
Southwest Family Care Alliance or with I.R.I.S you 
can ask your care team or your I.R.I.S. consultant. If 
you have questions about Benefits Summary and 
Analysis’s or if you have questions on how you can 
get one, call Access to Independence today!

ActionNet is a grassroots network for people in 
Columbia, Dane, Dodge and Green counties to 
stay connected and learn about local, state, and 
federal issues that impact people with disabilities 
in their area. 

The ActionNet group in Green County is currently 
working on the very important issue of accessibility 
in Monroe. Group members are working collectively 
with the city council members and the city engi-
neer to get the length of time allotted by crosswalk 
signals increased so that individuals with mobility 
disabilities have enough time to cross the street! 

If you are interested in getting 
involved with advocacy in your 
area please contact the Grassroots 
Coordinator Kaylin Shampo at 
608-242-8484 ext 236 or toll free at 
800-362-9877. There are many ways 
to get involved and work on issues 
that are important to you!

Norm & Barbara Mittelstaedt Berven 
Carolyn Holland 

Pamela and Alden Bosben 
Roger Chapman 
Andrew Halada 

Shirley Sundquist
Carol Peik 

Art and Brenda Hansen 

Grassroots Grapevine

Do you need a Benefits Summary and Analysis?
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Like us on Facebook! 
Like us on Facebook and get updates on all 
the activities and events as Access to Indepen-
dence celebrates 35 years!

By Tracy A. Miller, CPS, Independent Living Specialist 

Gerald Francis Degerstedt was born in Barron, 
Wisconsin on April 22, 1938, 
to “all-American” parents of 
Swedish and German de-
scent. The doctor who de-
livered him told his mother 
that he would likely not live 
6 months, but he has long 
outlived that doctor, and is 
still going strong. “That same 
doctor saw me again when I 
was about ten years old,” Ger-
ald explained, “and he said, 
‘I made a boo-boo, didn’t I?” 
Gerald was born with a bilat-
eral cleft lip and palate, and a 
condition called Ptosis (a drooping eyelid on his left 
eye.) Gerald is also very hard-of-hearing, a condition 
that he said was diagnosed when he was in the 4th 
grade. Most recently, he has experienced tremors 
and currently uses a walker for mobility. 

When he was just eighteen months old, Gerald had 
the first of many surgeries to correct his condition at 
Shriners Hospital in Minneapolis, which is known for 
their expertise in treating children with clefts. In all, 
Gerald had more than thirty surgeries to correct his 
cleft lip and palate, and the Ptosis. Most of the sur-
geries were done in Madison, at Madison General 
Hospital, which is now known as Meriter Hospital. 

Gerald spent a lot of time in foster homes in Madi-
son, while recovering from his surgeries and under-

going extensive speech therapy. Gerald still remem-
bers his time in the foster homes and, in particular, 
recalled another child his age with disabilities who 

was in foster care with him. “I 
would like to reconnect with 
him, but I don’t know if he is 
even still alive,” Gerald said. 

Like many kids with dis-
abilities, Gerald experienced 
bullying from time to time, 
but seems philosophical 
about that experience now. 
“It has been a struggle for 
me. Growing up, peers try to 
bully you and, as a child, you 
don’t know enough to tell 
them what’s going on.” Over 

the years, Gerald has learned how to share his life 
experiences in a way that helps others to be more 
understanding. 

 Gerald graduated from Cameron High School in 
1957, and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration from Madison Business College in 
1972. He has traveled extensively in the US and 
Canada, and been involved with a number of orga-
nizations that support and empower people with 
facial differences. He has lived in his current apart-
ment in Madison since December of 2001, and has 
had support to live independently from a number 
of different organizations in Madison.

 Gerald exemplifies the independent living philoso-
phy, and we thank him for sharing his story.

Adventures in Independence: Gerald Degerstedt’s Story
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Assistive Technology Fair 
I just wanted to say a big thank you to all the vendors 
and participants who came to our Assistive Technol-
ogy Fair on May 6th at the Madison College West 
Campus.  It was great seeing so many members of 
the community engaged in community activities 
such as this.  Your support is so appreciated and we 
hope to see this event happen again next year!  

Thanks again,

Angela Norris Assistive Technologist/IL Specialist

Join us for Cooking Classes! 
We are offering more cooking classes on June 4 and 18 and Septem-
ber 3 and 17. The classes are $5.00 per session. This covers the cost of 
the food. Tasting is a fun part of the classes! 

Our March classes were very well-received. Here’s what one par-
ticipant had to say: “This class has been very helpful and I learned 
things that I will use. It will also help me to stay more within my food 
budget and eat a lot healthier. Thank you.” 

If you can’t make it to the scheduled classes, remember that an 
Independent Living Specialist can also work with you on your in-

dividual goals for learning specific cooking skills and techniques, 
either in your home or here in our fully accessible kitchen.   
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isLoan and TeleWork Loan Programs
Funding Independence!
WisLoan and TeleWork are
alternative loan programs that
assist Wisconsin residents with
disabilities to pay for assistive
technology, or to purchase the
necessary equipment and
technology to enable people to
work from home. These loan
programs are different than
traditional bank loans because
a bank doesn’t make the final
decision. The WisLoan and
Telework Board does. That
allows flexibility for people who
may have an item they need to
maintain their independence,
but have trouble coming up with 
the money all at once, or finding
other ways to pay for what they
need. Simply call Access to
Independence for information.

WisLoan
What Can I Buy with a WisLoan? You can purchase technology
such as wheelchairs, computers, ramps, vehicle modifications, or
kitchen or bathroom remodeling projects or construction.

TeleWork
What Can I Buy with a TeleWork Loan? You can purchase items
such as computers and software, scanners or fax machines, tools,
office furniture, or modifications for an accessible office.

General Questions:
How much can I borrow? Loan amounts range from $500 to
$50,000. The loan would be for the exact amount of the item.
Can I apply if I have no job? YES, Social Security Disability or
Retirement benefits and other sources of income are considered.
Can I apply if my credit is poor? YES, the reason for the poor
credit is considered, as is one’s ability to repay the loan.
How do I apply? Contact ATI to complete the loan application
materials in person. Application can be done at the ATI office or
at a location of your preference.

  

PLEASE DONATE TODAY! Donations can also be made online.  
Visit www. accesstoind.org and click  the “Donate” tab. 

Please cut out 
and mail to ATI 
at the address 
listed on the 

back with your 
donation.
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Access to Independence

3810 Milwaukee St. 
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Phone: 608-242-8484

Toll-Free: 800-362-9877

Videophone: 608 234-4484

TTY: 608-242-8485

Fax: 608-242-0383

E-mail: info@accesstoind.org

www.accesstoind.org


