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This summer, Access 
to Independence will 

be   preparing to move to 
a new location, which will 

offer people with disabilities in 
our communities new opportuni-

ties! Beginning September 1st, 2011, 
Access to Independence will be located 

at 3810 Milwaukee Street in Madison.  
  We will be located 

across from the 
Woodman’s Madi-
son East location, 
and less than a 
block from the 
Madison Metro 
Bus Transfer 
Station. With 
this move, ATI 

will have double the 
space we currently have, and there 

are a number of exciting features at the new location. 
ATI will have a fully accessible kitchen that will allow us

to provide on-site skills training like meal preparation. 
The kitchen will also serve as a model for those who 
wish to see what a functional accessible kitchen looks 
like. Another feature will be a computer lab that will be 
available for people who would like to learn or improve 
skills on the computer, would like to try out accessible 
computer hardware and software, or need to use a 
computer  for other needs. ATI will continue to have its 
Assistive Technology Demonstration and Loan Closet, 
which houses hundreds of AT items, and there will also 
be a new resource room where there will be improved 
access to a multitude of information and resource ma-
terials on an array of disability topics. Another exciting 
attribute of the new location will be private offices and 
expanded conference space, which will be available for 
the public to use upon request. Finally, our new loca-
tion will have ample off-street parking with a sufficient 
amount of accessible stalls. Although our address will 
be different, our telephone number, fax number, e-mail 
address and web site address will all remain the same. 
We will be having an open house in late September, so 
check our website later this summer for more details!

A New Home for ATI!
More space, new features will make this a place for our communities!

Does a night filled with music, danc-
ing, and prizes sounds like a good 
time to you? If so, Access to Inde-
pendence has just the event for you! 
We are having a fundraiser to help 
us with our move to a new location 
later this summer, and we’d love to 
have you join us.
Here’s what we have planned:
• 3 bands will keep the night rocking 
and they include Bonobo Secret Hand-
shake; Marques Bovre; and The Pinch.
• Silent Auctions will offer a number of 

chances to bid on some great items
• Raffles throughout the night will 
give people multiple chances to be 
a winner!
ATI is also having a raffle right now, 
and will go through the day of the 
fundraiser, with the winner being 
announced that night. The Prize? A 
new IPAD 2! The winner will receive 
a certificate for a new IPAD 2. The 
certificate will get you the device  
as is, but allow flexibility should the 
winner wish to upgrade at their cost. 

Tickets are available now at ATI, and 
can be  purchased at the fundraiser. The 
winner need not be present to win!
We hope that you can join us on July 
12th. The suggested donation for the 
event is $8, and there will be a full 
cash bar available to quench your 
thirst. The High Noon Saloon is acces-
sible, so make plans now to help Ac-
cess to Independence build towards 
the future!

ATI is Building Toward the Future!
Fundraiser Set for July 12th, 6-9p.m. at the High Noon Saloon
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Access to Independence (ATI) is proud to offer you our new and 
improved newsletter, The Open Door. As ATI continues to grow 
and diversify, we thought it was a great time for a redesigned 
newsletter with a new name. If you are curious about the new 
name, it was chosen because it emphasizes our logo, the open 
padlock, which signifies breaking the locks of that keep us from 
being as independent and happy as we determine! The Open 

Door is also a reminder that ATI is open for you, whether you are a person with a disability, a family 
member or friend, a service provider, a business, or just a member of the communities we serve.  
Welcome, and c’mon in, the door is open!

Access to Independence is glad that you have 
taken the time to enjoy our newsletter, The 
Open Door. If you are reading this in our paper 
format, we’d like to take a moment to ask you 
to help us reduce waste, and costs, by sign-
ing up to receive our newsletter by e-mail. All 
of the same great articles will come directly 
to you, but instead of your mailbox, they will 
come directly to your inbox. If you would like 
to get The Open Door in an electronic format, 
please contact ATI today! If you e-mail us at 
info@accesstoind.org, please write “Newsletter” 
in the subject line. Finally, you can also access 
our newsletter on our website,  
www.accesstoind.org.

Welcome to THE OPEN DOOR

Help ATI Get a Little Greener ACCESS
TO INDEPENDENCE INC.

If you would like to get fast updates about 
activities and events, or the latest legislation 
hitting the Capitol, join us on Facebook! We 
regularly update our site with news and info, 
and would like to share with you! Just search for 
“Accessto Independence” (yes, it is written that 
way) and look for the padlock!

ATI on Facebook!Like

BOND – “Earn More, Keep More!”
Access To Independence is participating in an exciting new project for SSDI participants who wish to 
go to work or increase their hours. ATI has two Work Incentives Counselors (WICs) for the BOND proj-
ect who can assist SSDI recipients with knowing how they can earn income and keep more money. 
SSDI recipients may have, or could be receiving a letter announcing that they are eligible for BOND, 
and ATI wants to ensure that people know that these letters, and the offer of $40 for participation, are 
real. BOND letters have a small Social Security Administration logo in the upper right corner and a red 
and blue BOND logo in the upper left corner. Visit www.bondssa.org for more information, or contact 
Nick Isham at 1-800-362-9877, ext. 222 for questions about BOND.
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Pat Welsh is a 70 year-old woman 
from Sun Prairie that has a severe 
visual impairment. She is very 
active in her community and in 
her home. However, due to her 
visual impairment, Pat was unable 
to use a computer she recently 

purchased. She was told about 
software called JAWS that would 
help her use her computer. The 
JAWS software is designed to 
help individuals that are blind 
and/or have severe visual impair-
ments use a computer by read-
ing the screen out loud. After 
purchasing the software, Pat was 
referred to Access to Indepen-
dence to get training on how to 
operate the JAWS software. Belin-
da Richardson, an Independent 
Living Specialist from ATI visited 
Pat and provided training to help 
Pat understand the functions of 

JAWS. During the training pro-
cess, Pat learned how to use JAWS 
to operate the functions of her 
computer, navigate the internet, 
use Microsoft Office programs, 
and read and send emails. She 
now feels more independent in 
her home because she is able to 
use her own computer without 
assistance from friends and fam-
ily. Pat is happy with the services 
that ATI has provided and she 
loved the fact that the trainings 
were provided completely free of 
charge.

Access to Independence is actively recruiting new board 
members this summer. We are a consumer-controlled 
organization that is required to have a minimum of 51% 
of the board be people with disabilities, so people with 
disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. ATI is also 
committed to a diverse board, so people from various 
minority populations are strongly encouraged to apply. 

Finally, if you live in Columbia, Dodge or Green counties, 
we’d love to hear from you too as we’d like representa-
tion from our full service region.  

For more information, or to request an application, 
please contact Dee Truhn at:  1-800-362-9877, ext. 233 
or by e-mail at: deet@accesstoind.org.

Another ATI Success

ATI NEEDS YOU –To Serve on our Board of Directors

PLEASE DONATE TODAY! Donations can also be made online.  
Visit www. accesstoind.org and click  the “Donate” tab. 

Please cut out 
and mail to ATI 
at the address 
listed on the 

back with your 
donation.
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Beyond Dane: A look at our other counties
Green County
Access to Independence would 

like to introduce the new Independent 
Living Specialist for Green County. 

David Johansen is available to meet with 
people with disabilities in Green County who 
have a wide range of needs and challenges. 

David is able to provide all of ATI’s services right in 
Green County, including housing and employment as-
sistance, disability benefits and work incentive infor-
mation, technology device and funding information, 
teaching independent living skills, and transition 

services within schools for kids with disabilities.  
David will have office hours at the Green County ADRC 
in Monroe every other Wednesday, from 10:00 am 
-12:00 pm. The ADRC is located at the Green County 
Human Services building, N3152 State Road 81, in 
Monroe. David will also be available to meet people 
in their homes or other preferred locations on the 
Wednesdays he is in Green County, Appointments in 
Green County need to be scheduled in advance, so 
please call David at 1-800-362-9877, ext. 225. David 
can also be reached by e-mail at davidj@accesstoind.org.

Have you ever looked a bobcat 
in the eyes, seen a live badger 
in his den, or bison grazing on 
the prairie? There is a place not 
far from Madison where you can 
do all those things, and many 
more!

On Friday, August 12, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Access to Inde-
pendence will host “Access Day” 
at the MacKenzie Environmental 
Education Center (MEEC.) The 
day will include: a tour of the 
wildlife exhibit and museums, a 
picnic lunch, and accessibe hik-
ing on the Conifer Trail. The cost 

is $5.00 per person, including a 
light lunch. MEEC is located 25 
miles north of Madison, near 
Poynette. Transportation is on 
your own; however Access to 
Independence will do our best 
to coordinate rides for those 
interested. (Note that volunteer 
drivers will be needed, espe-
cially those who might be able 
to transport someone who uses 
a wheelchair.)

If you are interested in join-
ing us, please RSVP to Tracy 
at Access to Independence by 
Wednesday,  August 3. You can 

call Tracy at 1-800-362-9877, 
ext. 227, or via email at tracym@
accesstoind.org (Please use the 
words “Field Trip” in the subject 
line of your email). Let Tracy 
know: 1) How many people plan 
to attend 2) Any accommoda-
tions needed, such as a Sign 
Language Interpreter or materi-
als in alternate formats 3) Where 
you will be coming from and 4) 
If you need transportation, or 
can provide a ride for someone 
else. You will receive confirma-
tion with maps and instructions 
prior to the event.

Columbia County – SUMMER FIELD TRIP in Columbia County on Friday, August 12

Dodge County
Dodge County has a new Independent Living Specialist. Nick Zouski will have regular office hours 
every second and fourth Tuesday of each month on the first floor of the Dodge County Administration 
building. He is available to meet from 10am to noon at this location. He is also available to meet at an 
individual’s home, school, place of employment or other locations throughout Dodge County. Not only 
will Nick be willing to provide all of ATI’s terrific services throughout Dodge County, he is also eager to 
get to meet with businesses, agencies and other community organizations throughout Dodge County. 
To schedule an appointment in advance of the second and fourth Tuesdays, please call Nick at: 
 608-242-8484 ext. 226 or email Nick at nickz@accesstoind.org.
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On May 25, 2011 Wisconsin Gov-
ernor Scott Walker signed a bill 
into law that will require voters 
to produce a photo identification 
card at the polls when they vote. 
Poll workers are being required 
to ask voters to show a photo ID 
during recall elections this July, 

as a way for municipalities 
to practice the new require-
ment. However, a photo 
ID will not be required of 
voters until the Presidential 
Primary in February 2012, 
so if a voter does not have 

an ID in 2011, they will still 
be allowed to vote.
Access to Independence will pro-
vide a fact sheet that summarizes 
the new Voter Identification Law 
as soon as the new law is thor-
oughly reviewed and understood. 
Access to Independence will 
share that fact sheet through our 

website, so please go to  
www.accesstoind.org for the  
latest updates and news about 
the new law. For now, ATI encour-
ages people to check out the 
Government Accountability Board 
website, which has provided a 
basic summary of the new law 
and that can be accessed at 
http://gab.wi.gov/publications/
other/ab7-amendment2-analysis

Please contact Access to  
Independence if you have  
questions about the new law.

DIY Wheelchair Maintenance and Repair TrainingsAccess to Independence 
is teaming up with the 
University of Wisconsin 
Center for Rehabilitation 
Engineering and Assistive 
Technology (UW-CREATe) to provide trainings to 
consumers and professionals about maintaining 
and repairing power and manual wheelchairs.

The following is an overview of the 3 trainings we 
are offering. There is no cost to participate and all 
of the trainings will be held at our office at 301 S. 
Livingston st., Suite 200.
For more information or to register please call 
Kirsten at 1-800-362-987, ext. 228.

Consumer training - Manual Wheelchairs –  
August 3rd 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
This course will cover Manual wheelchair systems. 
Participants will learn about and use tools to assist 
with inspection and routine maintenance. Attend-
ees will receive wheelchair log books, inspections 
checklists, a list of tools, as well as suppliers for 
these items.

 

Consumer training – Power Wheelchairs –  
August 4th 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
This course is for powered wheelchair uses and 
their caregivers. Participant will learn about their 
chairs and requirements for keeping chairs in good 
repair; when to call a repair person and routine 
maintenance and inspection. Attendees receive 
wheelchair log books, inspection and routine 
maintenance checklists.

Professionals training – Wheelchair Maintenance 
& Repair – August 9th 9:30am –11:00am
This course is designed for medical professionals, 
whose responsibility includes DME. This training 
provides a broader study of wheelchairs including 
manual and powered wheelchairs. Tools and in-
spection methods and routine maintenance items 
are also covered.
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Be a Part of ATI’s Revamped Peer  
Support Program
Access to Independence has offered Peer Support as a core service since our
inception. As we continuously improve and expand our services, we are 
working on a formalized Peer Support Program. Peer Support provides 
a chance to enhance skill training and development for individuals with 
limited social and resource opportunities or those with a newly acquired 
disability. Peer support consists of using mentors who share their success, 

mistakes and experiences.  
We are developing a formalized training and will be actively seeking new peer mentors. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a Peer Support Mentor, please contact Jason Beloungy at 1-800-362-9877 extension 
229 or e-mail him at jasonb@accesstoind.org. Training dates for the fall will be announced in the
coming weeks.

ActionNetActionNet Celebrates Its First 
Year! Have You Joined Yet?

This month marks the first birthday 
of Access to Independence’s Action-
Net. In just a short period of time, 
we have seen local groups develop, 
the empowerment that can come 
from working together to resolve 
issues, and real change that has oc-
curred as a result!
The Green County group has al-
ready tasted victory! At the begin-
ning of the year they began work 
on the issue of improper accessible 
parking in the city of Brodhead. 
Through a few small actions, such 
as meeting with the Public Safety 
Commission and the Streets and 
Sanitation Commission, they were 
able to get a commitment from the 
city to improve accessible parking 
around the city. As a result, the city 
agreed to put in  additional accessi-
ble parking stalls at   the local base-
ball field and to have the parking 

stalls around the town square 
re-striped to create optimum 

accessibility. With that victory, the 
group is now tackling a new issue 
regarding taxicab accessibility in the 
city of Monroe. If you live in Green 
County, you can join ActionNet and 
be a part of making a direct change 
in your community.
In Dodge County, the group is work-
ing on employment issues related to 
people with disabilities. The group is 
planning on holding a series of ses-
sions to educate the public about 
community work opportunities that 
are available to people with disabili-
ties. The intent is to empower others 
to feel comfortable advocating for 
more community employment op-
portunities and demand that peo-
ple with disabilities have the right to 
work just like anyone else.
These activities are encouraging, 
but it shows how far we still have 
to go and the amount of work that 
needs to continue to ensure that 
every person’s rights are recognized. 

To make this happen, we need you 
to be a part of that change! You can 
do so by coming to an ActionNet 
meeting. ActionNet in Green County 
meets on the first Thursday of every 
month from 4:30-6:30 at the Public 
Library on 16th Street in Monroe. 
ActionNet in Dodge County meets 
on the second Tuesday of every-
month from 4:30-6:30 at Golden
Care on highway 33 at the intersec-
tion of HWY 33 and HWY B in Bea-
ver Dam. Group meeting times for 
Columbia and Dane Counties have 
yet to be determined. If you live in 
either of these counties and would 
like to help with the development of 
your local group, please let us know. 
ActionNet is always looking for new 
leaders.
To get involved with the grassroots 
activities of ActionNet, contact 
Jason Glozier, the ActionNet Coordi-
nator at 1-800-362-9877, ext. 236 or 
jasong@accesstoind.org.

ATI NEEDS YOU –To Serve on our Board of Directors
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isLoan and TeleWork Loan Programs
Funding Independence!
WisLoan and TeleWork are
alternative loan programs that
assist Wisconsin residents with
disabilities to pay for assistive
technology, or to purchase the
necessary equipment and
technology to enable people to
work from home. These loan
programs are different than
traditional bank loans because
a bank doesn’t make the final
decision. The WisLoan and
Telework Board does. That
allows flexibility for people who
may have an item they need to
maintain their independence,
but have trouble coming up the
money all at once, or finding
other ways to pay for what they
need. Simply call Access to
Independence for information.

WisLoan
What Can I Buy with a WisLoan? You can purchase technology
such as wheelchairs, computers, ramps, vehicle modifications, or
kitchen or bathroom remodeling projects or construction.

TeleWork
What Can I Buy with a TeleWork Loan? You can purchase items
such as computers and software, scanners or fax machines, tools,
office furniture, or modifications for an accessible office.

General Questions:
How much can I borrow? Loan amounts range from $5,000 to
$50,000. The loan would be for the exact amount of the item.
Can I apply if I have no job? YES, Social Security Disability or
Retirement benefits and other sources of income are considered.
Can I apply if my credit is poor? YES, the reason for the poor
credit is considered, as is one’s ability to repay the loan.
How do I apply? Contact ATI to complete the loan application
materials in person. Application can be done at the ATI office or
at a location of your preference.

UPcoming Events
For more information about these 
and other events, please call Access 
to Independence, or visit us on our 
website at www.accesstoind.org.

ATI OPEN HOUSE
Come help us celebrate our new 
home. Details are coming later this 
summer, so check
our website early and often!

ActionNet Meetings
Go back to page 6 and see when 
we’re meeting in your area! 
Join today!

Field Trip in Columbia County!
Did you catch the details on deer 
on the time on turkeys on page 4?

Rally for Real Medicaid Reform
September 21st, 2011, 9am-1pm, 
Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C.
Call on Washington and states to 
endorse real Medicaid reform!

National Council on Independent 
Living (NCIL) Annual Conference
July 13th-16th, 2011 in Washington, D.C.
Visit: www.ncil.org
 

Home Ownership Basics Work-
shop This workshop is presented 
by Movin’ Out and will look at what 
potential home buyers need to 
know to achieve safe, stable and 
affordable housing. July 21st, 2011, 
3pm-5pm. Contact James at  
608-265-9440, ext. 440.

If you have upcoming events you 
would like listed in our newsletter 
or on our website, please contact us.
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Access to Independence

301 S Livingston St., #200

Madison, WI 53703

Phone: 608-242-8484

Toll-Free: 800-362-9877

Videophone: 608 234-4484

TTY: 608-242-8485

Fax: 608-242-0383

E-mail: info@accesstoind.org

www.accesstoind.org
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