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Assessing My Housing Needs and Choices 
 

This handout contains a suggested method for assessing your housing needs 

and preferences and determining how well the available housing in your 

community meets your needs.   This method is meant to get you started thinking 

about what it is that you want from your living situation, so that you have a clear 

picture in your mind before you begin to look for a place to live.   

 

The decision of where we will live is one of the most important ones we each 

have to make for ourselves.  It can have a powerful affect on every other aspect 

of life for us.  Because housing is increasingly expensive and much of it does not 

meet the needs of people who use wheelchairs or have other accessibility 

needs, choices may be few.  There are long waiting lists in most places for 

housing that is affordable for people with lower incomes.  That is why it is 

important to consider what you need before you begin your housing search.  This 

handout will help you to decide what you need and want from your living 

situation, and should make decisions easier.  

 

Once you have a clear picture in your mind of what it is that you need and want, 

you can begin to evaluate the housing that is available and make choices.  You 

may find that your expectations are higher than the choices that are available to 

you.  You may have to settle for a situation that is less than ideal for you.  

 

If you begin to feel frustrated in your search for the "perfect" place to live, try to 

remember that you can work slowly toward your goals and eventually achieve 

them.  This may take patience, persistence, and some hard work, but if you learn 

to work with others who have common goals, the task will become easier.  Often 

frustration can be put to positive uses to achieve social change and create new 

options where none existed before.   

 
Last, but not least, have fun!  Dare to dream about a better future.  Approach the 
housing search not as a chore, but an adventure.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 2 

My Housing Needs and Wants 
 

List below all the things you need your housing to include.  These are things you 
can't live without!  Be specific and try to list them in their order of importance to 
you.  Include things like the maximum amount of rent you can pay, number of 
bedrooms you need, accessibility requirements if any, location, etc.  Examples of 
other necessities could be:  security locked, grocery store close, parking, 
storage, on bus lines. (You may want to ask a friend or relative to help you think 
about what should go on each list.)             
 
1) 
 
 
2) 
 
 
3) 
 
 
4) 
 
 
5) 
 
 
Now make a list of all the things you want for your housing.  These are things 
you would like, but might be willing to compromise for other things that you need.  
Again, be specific and try to rank these items in order of their importance to you.  
Examples could be:  pets OK, yard space, porch, lots of windows, park nearby.  
 
1) 
 
 
2) 
 
 
3) 
 
 
4) 
 
 
5) 
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Now you are ready to begin calling for information about specific places.  Keep 

this list of needs and wants in front of you whenever you are calling to ask about 

an apartment.  The form on the following page will help you to keep all this 

information straight in your mind.  You can write in your needs and wants, then 

make copies and use them in your housing search.  Be sure to ask the rental 

agent questions about the things on your "needs" list first.  If there is time, also 

ask about the things that you would like.  Fill in the information you may already 

know from advertising, such as the address or general location, amount of rent, 

number of bedrooms, before you make the call.  Confirm all of this information 

with the rental agent over the phone as well as asking about the needs on your 

list.   

 

When you go to look at a rental unit, take this list with you and make any notes 

about things you like or dislike about the place.  This will make it easier to 

remember which places you liked better and which had more of the features you 

want. 

 

Don't be afraid to ask questions, and take careful note of the condition of the 

place.  If things are broken or not clean, make a note of it and be sure to ask the 

rental agent about plans to do more repairs or cleaning.   

 

Look around the place.  See if the refrigerator is cold and the toilet flushes.  Note 

what services are available nearby, such as grocery shopping, restaurants, bus 

stops, etc., and what the neighborhood feels like to you.   

 

Write down all of this information about each place that you are considering.  

This will help you to compare and decide which places best meet your needs 

and wants.  Take the time to look at several different places before making a 

choice.  If you don't write down information about each place, it is easy to forget 

which place had which features.   
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HOUSING CHECKLIST 
 

Address:   
 
 
Phone Number of Rental Agent: 
 
Amount of Rent: 
 
Includes Utilities?  (Check all that cost extra) 
 
___ Heat       Type of Heat (Circle One)     Gas     Electric Other:___________  
___ Electricity  ___ Water/Sewer  ___  Hot Water 
 
If utilities cost extra, you can find out the highest & lowest bills for the unit by 
calling the utility company and giving them the address.  The number for 
Madison Gas and Electric is 252-7222. 
 
Housing Needs:  
(List your needs from the worksheet.  Circle "Yes" if the place meets each need, 
"No" if doesn't.) 
         
1)         Yes No 
 
2)         Yes No 
 
3)         Yes No 
 
4)         Yes No 
 
5)         Yes No 
 
Housing Wants: 
(List your personal wants from the worksheet.  Circle "Yes" if the place fulfills 
each want and "No" if it doesn't.)  
         
1)         Yes No 
 
2)         Yes No 
 
3)         Yes No 
 
4)         Yes No 
 
5)         Yes No 
 
(Be sure to make notes about each feature.)  


