ACCESS TO INDEPENDENCE

DONATION AMOUNT___________________________

EMAIL _______________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP ______________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________

Advocacy, services
and resources for
people with any
type of disability
and of all ages

How are Services Provided?
 All services are consumer-directed, as
individuals decide on what services they
wish to recieve, and direct the goals they
wish to achieve
 Services can be provided at the ACCESS
office, as well as in someone’s home,
workplace, or other community setting
 Accommodations, such as an interpreter,
materials in alternative formats, or others
can be arranged with at least a 72-hour
notice

NAME _______________________________________

Who can receive services fromACCESS?
 People of ANY age, and of ANY type of
disability, regardless of severity
 Family
members,
Friends,
and others
who assist
people
with
disabilities
 Businesses, governments, and anyone in the
community who has disability-relate questions
and concerns

Access to Independence, Inc.
3810 Milwaukee Street
Madison, WI 53714
Phone: 608-242-8484
Toll-Free: 800-362-9877
Videophone: 608-234-4484
Fax: 608-242-0383
www.accesstoind.org

DONATIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

How to Reach Us:

To donate, cut
out this slip and
mail with
payment to
address listed
on the back of
this brochure

Who is ACCESS?
Access to Independence is a non-profit
organization that serves communities
throughout Columbia, Dane, Dodge, and Green
counties. What makes ACCESS unique is that
the majority of the staff, as well as our board of
directors, are people with disabilities.

ACCESS SERVICES

INDEPENDENCE

EMPOWERMENT

Information and Referral
ACCESS staff are ready to provide
current information about disabilityrelated issues, services, and
resources available to people with
disabilities on topics such as housing;
transportation; education;
employment; benefits and finances;
social and recreational needs; and
healthcare and long-term care.

Advocacy
-Individual Advocacy teaches individuals how
to effectively communicate their needs to
obtain needed services and supports. This
includes IEP advocacy, housing matters, and
grievance and appeal processes.
-Systems Advocacy is the ability to influence
disability policy and legislation at a local, state
and federal level, which ACCESS does on a
number of disability-related issues.
-Grassroots Advocacy educates and
empowers anyone in our region who is interested in disability issues, policy or legislation at
a local, state or federal level. ACCESS sends
alerts with information about an issue and how
to act on that issue.

Peer Support
Staff and trained volunteers assist
people with disabilities who have
established independent living goals,
and feel a peer mentor would be
best to assist them to achieve those
goals. ACCESS seeks individuals with
disabilities who are interested in
becoming mentors to participate in
mentor trainings.
Skills Training
ACCESS staff can provide both
group and individualized training in
skill areas such as budgeting;
transportation; communication;
computer and technology skills;
cooking; household maintenance;
and many more.

Assistive Technology
ACCESS can demonstrate the use of devices
that can eliminate barriers and improve
independence. Many items can be loaned, free
of charge, for up to three weeks. ACCESS staff
are able to assist individuals with finding and
purchasing technology that meets their needs,
as well as locating available funding sources.
ACCESS will also provide training on how to
use technology. ACCESS has two loan
programs to offer people with disabilities
easier access to funding to afford needed
items.

SUSTAINABILITY
Accessibility Assessments
ACCESS is able to provide assistance to
governments, businesses, and individuals to
improve physical and programmatic
accessibility based on the laws of the
Americans With Disabilities Act and the Fair
Housing Act.

COMMUNITY
Youth Programs and Services
ACCESS offers IEP advocacy assistance;
curricula for DVR including Help Yourself! and
Skills to Pay the Bills; direct services such as
skills training; and technology demonstrations
and loans.
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program
ACCESS services are provided in an accessible
and culturally competent manner, plus, classes
on topics such as health and wellness;
Interpreter information; and specialized
technology and equipment information.

Transition
-ACCESS assists individuals who currently
reside in nursing facilities or other institutions
and wish to transition back to living in the
community.
-ACCESS assists individuals who are at risk of
placement in an institution, so that they may
remain in the community. ACCESS works to
divert people away from institutional settings.
-ACCESS facilitates the transition of youth
with disabilities in the post-secondary phase of
their life to empower them to achieve goals
related to education, employment and
independent living.

Community Collaboration, Education, and
Technical Assistance
-ACCESS provides education on topics such
as disability etiquette, voting rights, and the
facets the ADA.
-ACCESS collaborates with many other
agencies and organizations to achieve common
goals.
-ACCESS provides technical assistance
regarding structural and programmatic
accessibility.
-ACCESS strives to build inclusive
communities that value people with disabilities
and respect the differences that disability
culture brings to society.

Public Benefits Assistance
ACCESS staff members are able to assist
individuals with applications and appeal
paperwork for SSI/SSDI, Medicaid or MAPP,
and Foodshare; and advocacy with the Social
Security Administration and Economic Support
staff.

Fee-For-Services
ACCESS has a menu of services that are
available for a flat fee or at an hourly rate.

