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ACCESS TO INDEPENDENCE INC. advocates and provides services 
with people of any type of disability, and of any age. With a 
majority of staff and board members who themselves are people 
with disabilities. ACCESS assists people to develop the tools and 
skills to make informed choices, manage their own affairs, and 
live as independently as they choose in communities throughout 
Dane , Columbia, Green, and Dodge counties in south-central 
Wisconsin. ACCESS is a non-profit organization that is a part of a 
network of hundreds of Centers for Independent Living 
nationwide. 
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ACCESS TO 
INDEPENDENCE | 
SERVICES 

PEER SUPPORT 
Staff and trained volunteers with disabilities assist consumer with 
reaching independent living goals. ACCESS seeks individuals with 
disabilities to become volunteer peer mentors. 

INFORMATION AND REFERRAL 
Information, resources, and referrals about disability-related topics 
such as housing, transportation, education, employment, benefits 
and finances, socialization and recreation, and healthcare and long-
term care. 

INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS TRAINING 
Staff and trained volunteers provide both group and one-on-one 
training in areas including budgeting, transportation, computer 
skills, cooking, and much more. 

TRANSITION  
Assistance with individuals currently in institutional settings who 
wish to transition back to the community, as well as for those 
who are at risk of placement in such settings. Post secondary 
transition services for those ages 14-24 who are no longer in 
secondary education. 

MISSION STATEMENT: Advocate and educate to  
support and empower people with disabilities  

ADVOCACY 
Assistance to effectively communicate needs to obtain 
services and supports. This includes IEP advocacy, housing 
matters, and grievance and appeal processes. ACCESS is also 
an agent of change through advocacy on disability policy and 
legislation at a local, state, and federal level, including 
grassroots advocacy.   

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE DEAF  
OR HARD OF HEARING 
Individual assistance and group classes are available for IL skills 
and education, interpreter information, and specialized assistive 
technology information. 

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
Over 1,000 devices can be tried, and many can be borrowed 
free of charge for up to three weeks. Assistance with 
locating, applying for funding, set up, and training are also 
available.  

YOUTH SERVICES 
Direct services such as skills training,  advocacy, and assistive 
technology are available for youth with disabilities.                   
Pre-employment transition classes on advocacy, employment 
soft-skills, and money management are provided. 

FEE-FOR-SERVICE 
Specialized services which include: work incentive benefits 
counseling, assistive technology assessments, accessibility 
assessments, and daily living skills training. 

VISION STATEMENT: Accessibility and  
full inclusion of all people with disabilities.  



HIGHLIGHTS | 2017 

AT ROOM RENOVATION 

On a daily basis, ACCESS assists consumers in a variety of ways. These stories 
demonstrate the services and systems the staff and the consumer may work with 
in order to obtain or increase their independence. 

SUCCESS STORIES 

GENE |DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING 
Gene is a 61 year old man with a spinal cord injury that affects his ability to use a 
standard phone. He was referred to ACCESS because he was looking to get some 
hands-free communication equipment  An IL Specialist was able to meet Gene at 
his home to go through a telecommunication assessment. The ILS and Gene 
discussed hands-free voice activated equipment such as a tablet computer with 
appropriate apps, and Gene agreed that the hands free equipment would be the 
right solution to work with his hearing aids. The ILS offered the recommendations 
from the assessment to the waiver program that Gene was enrolled in, and the 
program was able to purchase the items for Gene.  

MACK | ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
Mack is a man with spinocerebellar ataxia and mobility barriers due to heavy metal 
poisoning. Mack uses a walker to get around and has trouble bending his knees and 
ankles.  Mack had been referred to ACCESS for a workplace assistive technology 
assessment. The IL Specialist learned that Mack had trouble getting his socks and 
shoes on in the morning. Although this barrier was not directly employment-
related, the ILS decided to bring a sock aid and an easy shoe grabber to the 
assessment, and asked if Mack would like to borrow the items to try them out. After 
Mack borrowed the items, and determined that they were very helpful, he became 
emotional, and explained that these tools would probably save him an hour each 
day while trying to get his socks and shoes on.  

KEVIN | EDUCATION 
Kevin took part in a curriculum facilitated by two ACCESS staff, called Help Yourself! 
The class was provided to students at a Madison high school, and Kevin identified 
as having an emotional/behavioral disorder. Initially, Kevin did not want anything to 
do with the class. He refused to participate in individual activities and the class 
discussions. At one point, Kevin stated that he was no longer going to come in to 
the class. That changed when the ACCESS facilitators started talking about 
grassroots movements that have used advocacy to push legislative action. Kevin 
became interested when there was discussion about how people changed laws and 
advocated to create new ones. He became so interested that he asked to have a 
field trip to the capital to learn more about systems advocacy. His first exposure to 
advocacy lit a fire in his belly!  

June 23rd, 2017 was the 6th year of 
the annual Brat Sale fundraiser. 
Hundreds of hungry customers came 
by for a fresh grilled brat and fixings. 
Being our 6th year, we hit a milestone 
by selling our 3,000th brat! 

BRAT SALE 

This was the first year of Reel Access 
to Real Independence, a raffle and 
fishing contest with a grand prize 
drawing. This inaugural fundraiser 
was a  success awarding over $600 
worth of raffle prizes, fishing contest 
winners, and a $1,000 grand prize 
winner.  

FIRST ANNUAL REEL ACCESS 
TO REAL INDEPENDENCE  
A SUCCESS! 

FUNDRAISERS  

Access to Independence spent the 
summer renovating its assistive 
technology program with the 
generous support of a grant from 
WisTech, Wisconsin’s assistive 
technology program that is 
administered by the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services.  
With this grant, ACCESS has been 
able to purchase an astounding 50 
new assistive technology devices, 
and has also updated our very 
popular main assistive technology 
room at the ACCESS office with new 
glass display cases. Every device is 
available for a free demonstration, 
and some items will be available for 
short-term loans—All services are at 
no cost to the individual.  

BEFORE 

AFTER 

Access to Independence continued 
its relationship with the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services/
Bureau of Prevention, Treatment and 
Recovery, for the continued 
expansion of Certified Peer 
Specialists across Wisconsin. In 2017 
ACCESS introduced the Wisconsin 
Peer Specialist Training Initiative 
which allows individuals with lived 
experiences in mental illness or 
substance abuse to share their skills 
and knowledge to promote paths of 
recovery for peers across the state. 

WI CPS TRANINGS 
A year of exciting changes. 



2017 | AT A GLANCE 

THE AREAS WITH THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF REQUESTS WERE: 
Assistive Technology 
Housing 
Benefits Counseling 
Education Training  
Advocacy Services 

In 2017, ACCESS responded to 1,457 unduplicated Information and 
Referral requests (InRs). A total of 3,840 contacts were provided for a 
total of 2,131 hours of service. 387 consumers were assisted 
throughout the year to achieve the independent living goals.  

ACCESS SERVICES | BY THE NUMBERS 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
INCOME, EXPENSES, AND ASSETES FOR 2017 

INCOME 
Public Support    
Donations/Fundraising   
Fee for Service   
TOTAL REVENUE    

EXPENSES 
Program Services, 
Management & General 
Fundraising 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Property & Equipment 
TOTAL ASSETS 

$791,179 
$4,466 

$84,608 
$880,253 

$713,249 
$116,641 

$5,780 
$835,670 

$208,720 
$6,859 

$215,579 

$25,771 
$189,808 
$215,579 

LIABILITIES/NET ASSETS 
Liabilities 
Unrestricted Net Assets 
TOTAL LIABILITIES/NET ASSETS 

FUNDERS 
United Way of 

Dane County 

 

Dane County Dept. 

of Human Services 

 

ILCW—

Independent Living 

Council of 

Wisconsin 

 

WI Dpt. Of Human 

Services—IL 

 

DHS/BPTR—

Certified Peer 

Specialist Program 

 

RSA—Federal 

Funding for IL 

 

WisTech 


