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35th Anniversary Gala
This year will be Access to Independence’s 35th anniversary of opening its doors. In honor of this Access to Independence will be holding a 35th Anniversary Gala on September 26th at the Elks Lodge on Jenifer St. The event will start at 5 pm with a silent auction and social hour. Dinner will be served at 6:30 and remarks will be made by John G Walsh of Axley Brynelson, LLP at 7:15. The cost is $40 and tickets can be purchased through Access to Independence or online at www.accesstoind.org.

John G. Walsh is an Associate Attorney at Axley Brynelson LLP, practicing a wide range of business law including corporate law; mergers, acquisitions and business reorganizations; estate planning and probate; real estate and adverse possession claims; zoning; and land use and development. At age 15, John was diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa, an inherited degenerative eye disease that has resulted in severe vision loss and severe hearing loss, and is a condition of Usher Syndrome. John is also a stand-up comedian. In March 2011, John finished 5th in Madison’s Funniest Comic Competition, and was hand-picked by Bob Saget to open for his performance at the Orpheum.

John will be speaking about his life with a disability and overcoming numerous barriers toward a successful career, success in stand-up comedy and acceptance of his disability. Order your tickets today!
Upcoming Events

Green County Senior Center Presentation:

What is Access to Independence and how it can help you maintain your independence.
Access to Independence is your local Independent living Center serving Green, Colombia, Dodge, and Dane County.  Access to Independence advocates and provides services for people with any type of disability, and of any age, to achieve or maintain their independence. There will be an informational meeting to talk about services that Access to Independence provides that could help you stay independent and in your home.

Where:  Behring Senior Center


    1113 10th Street

                 Monroe, WI  53566

When:  Wednesday September 11th

Time:  1:00 pm

     Look forward to seeing you there!

35th Anniversary Gala                        
Thursday, September 26, 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

The Elk’s Lodge  

711 Jenifer Street 

Madison, WI 

Theme: 35 years of Empowerment and 
Independence

Open House

On November 1st, from 1:30-3:30pm - Come join us at ATI for our open house! Take a tour and meet the staff and see all that ATI has to offer.
Next Cooking Classes at ATI! 

We will be hosting another class this year, in September. Earlier classes this year were well-received and we plan to offer classes again in 2014. The cost for each class is $5.00, to cover the cost of the food. We ask that participants pre-register and pay at least two weeks prior to the class. The theme for our final classthis year is: 

Tuesday, September 17: Hearty Winter Cooking – Basic Stews. (RSVP by September 3)  

Classes are held from 2 to 4 p.m. at Access to Independence. Space is limited, so contact Janie now to register if you think you would like to participate. 

If you can’t make it to the scheduled classes, remember that an Independent Living Specialist can also work with you on your individual goals for learning specific cooking skills, either in your home or here in our fully accessible kitchen.  

If you need a Sign Language Interpreter or other accommodations to participate, or if you have food allergies or dietary restrictions, you must let us know at the time that you register for the class. This is why we ask that you RSVP at least two weeks before each class. Please refrain from wearing perfumes or scented products.  We look forward to seeing you and sharing simple, healthy, nutritious cooking techniques and recipes! 

For all the up-to-date information on all of our events please contact Access to Independence by phone at 608-242-8484, toll free at 800-362-9877, by video phone at 608 234-4484, by email at info@accesstoind.org, on the web at www.accesstoind.org or by stopping by our office located at 
3810 Milwaukee St. in Madison, accross from Woodman’s East!

Do you know how to sign Tiger in American Sign 
Language? Come find out at the Signs at the Zoo event at the Henry Vilas Zoo!

Want to learn about the zoo animals while also learning American Sign Language? On September 14th the Henry Vilas Zoo will host Signs at the Zoo 10am - 2pm.

Visitors will be able to see the animals and learn some sign language at the same time. This event aims to expose zoo visitors to sign language in an interesting and dynamic environment. Bring the whole family to this fun learning opportunity! 


• Visit the animals and learn a few ASL signs at the same time!


• Activities and entertainment for kids of all sizes!


• Great fun for the whole family!

For more information, please email: dhsodhh@wisconsin.org
Admission is FREE!

Donations to the Zoo are graciously accepted

Saturday

September 14, 2013

10:00am - 2:00pm

www.vilaszoo.org

702 South Randall Ave.

Madison, WI 53715

Would You Cut Out A $16 Coupon Each Month?

Not applying for FoodShare Wisconsin is like throwing out a BIG coupon – worth at least $192 each year!

FoodShare could save you or someone you know money on groceries. It is a benefit, much like Social Security. It stretches your budget and frees up money for bills, medications and other necessities.

CALL SECOND HARVEST’S TOLL-FREE 
FOODSHARE HELPLINE NOW TO LEARN 
IF YOU MIGHT BE ELIGIBLE!

1-855-366-3635

Grassroots Grapevine
ActionNet is a grassroots network for people in 
Columbia, Dane, Dodge and Green counties to stay connected and learn about local, state and federal issues that impact people with disabilities in their community.

There have been many exciting things going on with ActionNet this summer! ActionNet volunteers in Dane County have begun the creation of interest based groups to give people in the community an opportunity to take action on the issue(s) that are most important to them. Volunteers have started coordinating opportunities for individuals in Dane County to get more involved with advocacy on important issues such as community accessibility, transportation and affordable, accessible housing. 

If you are interested in getting involved with advocacy in your area please contact the Grassroots Coordinator Kaylin Shampo at 608-242-8484 ext. 236 or toll free at 800-362-9877. There are many ways to get involved and promote positive change in your community!

What will be happening with health insurance in 2014?

In 2014 the Affordable Care Act will be bringing about many changes to our current health care system. Starting January 1st the Individual Mandate will require everyone to have approved health insurance coverage (for information on exceptions to the mandate, call 1-800-318-2596). Approved health insurance includes Medicare, Medicaid (BadgerCare), COBRA, employer sponsored health insurance, Tricare and individual/private health insurance. There will be penalties or fines for those who do not abide by the Individual Mandate. The goal of the Individual Mandate is to lower health insurance cost for those who need it by having healthy people subsidize the health insurance of those who are in need of health insurance.

October 1st of 2013, open enrollment will start for the new Health Insurance Marketplace. Those without health insurance coverage will be able to purchase health insurance in the Marketplace regardless of pre-existing conditions and current health status. Premiums will not be higher due to current health conditions or gender but premiums can vary due to age, location and tobacco use.

In Wisconsin you will be using the website, HealthCare.gov, or by calling 1-800-318-2596 to apply for coverage through the Marketplace, compare plans and to enroll in your chosen health insurance plan. Health insurance plans obtained through the Marketplace will be called Qualified Health Plans. The Marketplace will also be a place to identify your eligibility for Medicare or Medicaid and direct you to enroll in those. Those enrolling in Qualified Health Plans with income between 100% and 400% of the Federal Poverty Level will be issued subsidies.

Individuals will be able to compare Qualified Health Plans by looking at provider networks and Plan Tiers. There will be 5 Plan Tiers, Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze and Catastrophic. The Tiers vary in coverage, from 90% to 60%, with premiums being higher for higher coverage. Qualified Health Plans are provided through private companies that are federally obligated to provide a minimum level of coverage and included services. This minimum level of coverage and services is called Essential Health Benefits and will include prescription drugs, hospitalization, mental health services, preventive and wellness services, and emergency services.

For questions about the Marketplace, call 1-800-318-2596 or contact your local ADRC.

The Long View 

Tracy A. Miller, CPS, Independent Living Specialist
I came to Access as a volunteer the year that I moved to Madison, in 1978, not long after the doors opened, and I have been here (pretty much) ever since. They started paying me in 1983, I guess because it looked like I wasn’t going anywhere, and they needed a “Limited Term Employee.” There has not really been anything “Limited” about my term here – it has been as unlimited as the dreams of people with disabilities, as unlimited as the goals they can achieve. I hoped to write a sort of retrospective of my time here to share on this 35th anniversary, but there isn’t space to even write the names of all the wonderful staff, volunteers, Independent Living Pioneers, consumers, families, and community members who have taught me so much, whose stories have become a part of my story. I hope that you all know who you are, and that a little bit of my story has also become a part of yours. The one thing that Access to Independence has consistently meant to me is community – people with diverse backgrounds and experiences working together to find ever more creative ways to support one another and celebrate our varied lives and gifts. I am grateful to be a part of this community, and hope to continue to be a contributing member far into its bright future. Best wishes to Access to Independence on 35 wonderful years of empowering people with disabilities! Thank you for empowering me!

Correction: In the last issue of The Open Door, in Gerald Degerstedt’s story, we said that most of the corrective surgeries for his cleft palette were done at Madison General/Meriter Hospital. Actually, he had the majority of his many surgeries at UW Hospital. We thank Gerald again for sharing his story with us. We met Gerald when we helped him get an amplified phone to increase his independence. Have we helped you to live more independently? Would you like to share your story with us? Let us know.  

Like us on Facebook!
Like us on Facebook and get updates on all the activities and events as Access to Independence celebrates 35 years!

Overture Center Tickets at an Affordable Price!

The Overture Center for the Arts is again offering its Community Ticket program, which offers tickets to a number of this season’s shows and performances at a greatly reduced rate. The Overture Center collaborates with organizations like Access to Independence to make ticket vouchers available to people in our community. Throughout the season, The Overture Center will send out e-mail updates to Access to Independence when vouchers are available. To obtain a list of performances for this season, contact program coordinator Beth Racette at 608-258-4169. If there are shows that you’d like a voucher for, please contact Access to Independence and let us know you’d like vouchers for an eligible show or performance. This is an opportunity to see a number of shows and performances at a price of $4 or less. Also note that if you have any need for accommodations, please make those requests with the Overture Ticket Office when redeeming your voucher.

Telecommunication Equipment Purchase Program (TEPP) 

Application for TEPP Voucher Copay Coverage

Good news! If you are eligible for a TEPP voucher we may be able to assist with your copayment.

 If you qualify for $1600.00 or more in telecommunication equipment our grant can pay $100.00 of your voucher.  This copay coverage is available if your disability falls into the speech impairment, mobility or motion impairment, deaf and low vision, or deaf and blind category.

How do you qualify?  Contact our office if you have a TEPP voucher or want to apply for a voucher, and we can help you fill out an application for the copay.   Please note that only low income individuals who meet the Federal poverty level guidelines (2013) are eligible for the copay assistance.

As a reminder, the TEPP Vouchers assist individuals who need telecommunication equipment such as amplified phones, personal listening devices, amplifiers, alert systems and similar equipment.  

Please call our office if you would like more information about this great program.  

Interested in playing Quad Rugby?

A new team is forming in the Madison area and we are looking for players of all ages. No experience or equipment is required.

Quad rugby is a unique sport that allows individuals with disabilities to get back into the world of full contact sports. It is highly competitive, and a lot of fun. In order to be eligible to play, one must have some dysfunction in all four limbs. If nothing else it's a reason to stay in shape, be healthy, and get out of the house.

For more information contact Rob at: 608-620-1808 or robertjbayerl@gmail.com

WisLoan and TeleWork Loan Programs

Funding Independence!

WisLoan and TeleWork are alternative loan programs that assist Wisconsin residents with disabilities to pay for assistive technology, or to purchase the necessary equipment and technology to enable people to work from home. These loan programs are different than traditional bank loans because a bank doesn’t make the final decision. The WisLoan and Telework Board does. That allows flexibility for people who may have an item they need to maintain their independence, but have trouble coming up the money all at once, or finding other ways to pay for what they need. Simply call Access to Independence for information.

WisLoan
What Can I Buy with a WisLoan? You can purchase technology such as wheelchairs, computers, ramps, vehicle modifications, or kitchen or bathroom remodeling projects or construction.

TeleWork

What Can I Buy with a TeleWork Loan? You can purchase items such as computers and software, scanners or fax machines, tools, office furniture, or modifications for an accessible office.

General Questions:

How much can I borrow? Loan amounts range from $500 to $50,000. The loan would be for the exact amount of the item. Can I apply if I have no job? YES, Social Security Disability or

Retirement benefits and other sources of income are considered. 
Can I apply if my credit is poor? YES, the reason for the poor credit is considered, as is one’s ability to repay the loan.

How do I apply? Contact ATI to complete the loan application materials in person. Application can be done at the ATI office or at a location of your preference.

Access to Independence

3810 Milwaukee St.
Madison, WI 53714

Phone: 608-242-8484

Toll-Free: 800-362-9877

Videophone: 608 234-4484

TTY: 608-242-8485

Fax: 608-242-0383

E-mail: info@accesstoind.org

www.accesstoind.org
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