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Join ACCESS for one of three events to celebrate the 
activities and accomplishments over the last 40 years. 

With two events in June, and a third event this fall, we 
hope you can join us in celebration!

40th 
Anniversary 
Community 

Picnic is  
June 21st

Event Details 
Page 2

“Stepping On”  
Falls Prevention 
Workshops
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ACCESS  
40th Anniversary  
Kick-off event
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2nd Annual Reel ACCESS to  
Real Independence Fundraiser

A CCESS to Independence 
is excited for this second 

annual fundraising event!

Tickets are $5 each, or five for $20.

Tickets purchased are entered 
into split-the-pot raffle, which 
started at $1,000, and grows  
with every ticket sold!

Raffle drawing and contest winners 
announced on August 9th.

Split-the-pot raffle and fishing contest runs 
Saturday, May 5 through Sunday, August 5

LEFT: Promotional poster for the 
2nd annual Reel Access to Real 
Independence Fundraiser. 

Tickets purchased can be 
used for entry into either:

Bass Fishing Contest 
Largest fish eligible  
to win up to $250

All-Other  
Fishing Contest 
All entries are entered 
into prize drawing

www.reelaccess.org

MORE INFO

Help ACCESS Reduce Costs
By requesting your newsletter in email format, you can help ACCESS 
reduce printing costs while still receiving the same great information! 
Contact us today to change how you read The Open Door. 

40th Anniversary Celebration Picnic!

Join Access to 
Independence 

for a free 
celebration picnic 
of great food, and 
historical timeline 
of ACCESS 
through the years.

When: June 21, 2018, 3 to 6:30 p.m.
Where: John Wall Pavilion in Tenney Park, 
402 North Thornton Avenue, Madison

For more information, contact Tracy at
Phone: (608) 242-8484, ext.227, Toll Free: (800) 362-9877, ext. 227
Videophone: (608) 234-4484 (to leave a message for Tracy)
Email: tracym@accesstoind.org 

MORE  
INFO
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Reel ACCESS to Real Independence  
at 2018 Wisconsin Fishing Expo!

R eel ACCESS had a table at the 2018 
Wisconsin Fishing Expo. Over 

20,000 came to the Alliant Energy Cen-
ter in Madison the last weekend in Febru-
ary for three days of fishing products, ser-
vices, information, and demonstrations. 
ACCESS to Independence sold early-
bird tickets for the 2018 Reel ACCESS to 
Real Independence event, which helped 
the split-the-pot grow to over $1,700! All 
tickets purchased that weekend are good 
for this year’s event, starting May 5th, and 
were also entered into an early-bird prize 
raffle with prizes valued over $500!

Go to www.reelaccess.org, 
or contact Jason Beloungy at 
(608) 242-8484, ext. 229, or by 
email at jasonb@access.org.

CONTACT INFO

Pictured is Mike Watson, of Pond2Pro, and Jason Beloungy, drawing  
raffle prize winners.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS & SPONSORS

Access to Independence greatly appreciates the generosity of all those who have made a financial contribution – big or small – to 
our organization. Through the generosity of our donors, ACCESS is able to expand opporunities for individuals with disabilities to 
access demonstrations and free loans of assistive technology equipment, skills training in peoples’ homes and classes at our office 
in Madison, among the wide array of services we provide. We would like to thank each of our sponsors for their generosity!

Mr. Bob Bauer
Maria Caturani
Judy Karofsky
Ms. Alice McPeek
Norman Bair
Marilyn Feil
Art & Brenda Hansen
Chris Hendrickson

Lynn/Tom Hirsch
Carol Peik
LaVonne Porter
Claire Rynders
Daniel & Kathleen Schewe
Todd Taylor
La Centra-Sumerlin Foundation
State Bank of Cross Plains

Mr. Stanley Koopmans
Ms. Beth Kowing
Ms. Dee Nash
Janie P Ocejo
Judy E. Olson
Anthony J. Schwabe

Regas Company
Ace Hardware Lakeside
DWAZ Lure
Nautic Sport
Pond2Pro
Panfish Plastics
Mr. Dale Barnes
Charlene L. Breunig

Financial DonationAT Donation In-Kind Sponsorship United Way - Dane County
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40th Anniversary Kick-Off Event!

C ommittees, commissions, 
and boards play a signifi-

cant role in helping city staff, the 
Common Council and the Mayor 
in making decisions that affect 
the lives of Madison residents. 
The City of Madison values broad 
participation in these bodies and 
highly encourages people of col-
or, persons with disabilities and 
members of other traditionally 
underrepresented groups to apply. 

Committee positions are open to 
City of Madison residents.

Apply to be on a City 
board, commission or 
committee.

Have a voice in  
Madison Government

Pictured is the City of Madison logo. 
Logo courtesy of the City of Madison

Call 608-266-4611 
(Relay: 608-267-8671), or visit:  
cityofmadison.com/city-hall/committees

MORE  
INFO

Come out to the Harmony Bar 
on June 3, 2018, from 4:00 

pm to 7:00 pm. There will be live 
music, food and beverages available, 

and ACCESS is asking for a suggest-
ed donation of $8 to support other 
40th Anniversary events this year.

The Harmony Bar and Grill is 
located at 2201 Atwood Avenue, 
Madison, Wisconsin.

For more information, contact  
Dee Nash at 608-242-8484, ext. 233, 
or by e-mail at deen@accesstoind.org.

CONTACT  
INFO

Enjoy music, food, 
beverage, and raffles!

John Maurer joined the 
Access to Independence 
team as an independent 

Living 
Specialist/
Youth. John 
is coming 
to ACCESS 
after work-
ing as the 
State of 

Wisconsin Member Advo-
cate at MTM Inc. John is 
a Navy Veteran and spent 
time as a Sexual Assault 
Victim Advocate while 
stationed in Virginia. He 
has spent his entire adult 
career in advocacy and 
support services and is 
delighted to assist the AC-
CESS service region in this 
new role.

Maurer joins 
ACCESS

SEE MAURER, PAGE 6
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New Youth Services  
Coordinator at ACCESS!

With the growth of the Youth 
Services Program, ACCESS 

is excited to announce the hiring of 
our first Youth Services Coordinator, 
Ashley Beal. Ashley’s role is to coordi-
nates the Pre-Employment Transition 
Services classes that are a partnership 
between ACCESS, area high schools, 
and the Division of Vocational Reha-
bilitation. ACCESS is offering three 
different curricula that teach self-ad-
vocacy, financial literacy, and soft em-
ployment skills. These curricula are 
provided directly in local schools, or 

other community locations. Ashley 
directs and supports other Indepen-
dent Living staff, and interns, to fa-
cilitate classes each week. Along with 
coordination of the Youth Services 
Program, Ashley also enjoys directly 
facilitating classes with youth, helping  
them to grow their skill set and access 
to independence.

Through Ashley’s leadership, AC-
CESS is planning on additional cur-
riculum regarding healthy relation-
ships for youth with disabilities, as 
well peer groups for youth.

Pictured is a title of an activity from the Help Yourself! curriculum.

For more information, contact Ashley at  
(608) 242-8484 ext. 226, or by email at 
ashleyb@accesstoind.org.

CONTACT  
INFO

“STEPPING ON” FALLS 
PREVENTION WORKSHOP 
Do you have concerns about 
falling? Are balance issues 
affecting your mobility?  
Join us for a fun, interactive  
7-week course, proven to  
help prevent falls! 

When: 10:00 am to Noon 
Wednesdays from May 16 
to June 27, with a 3-Month 
Booster Session, Sept. 12.

Who: Training is designed for 
all age groups to gain safer 
mobility.

Cost: $14 for all 7 classes 

Contact: Tracy at ACCESS for 
more information, or to register.

With support from Safe Communities 
Madison-Dane County and Wisconsin 
Institute for Healthy Aging.
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A re you an artist with 
a disability? We want 

your unique perspective on 
ACCESS to Independence, as 
a part of our 40th Anniversary. 
For 40 years, ACCESS has 
had a vision for full inclusion 
of people with all types of 
disabilities, in all aspects of 
community life. 

This fall, ACCESS will host an 
art exhibit titled Living Beyond 
Boundaries. We are looking for 
artists to share that vision, and 

their talents, for that event. 
We will select 12 pieces for the 
exhibit, and those pieces will 
be included in a 2019 calendar 
with the theme Living Beyond 
Boundaries.

Information should be sub-
mitted BY JULY 15th to Dee 
Nash at deen@accesstoind.org, 
or by mail to 3810 Milwaukee 
Street, Madison, WI, 53714. 
Late submissions will not be 
accepted for consideration.

If selected, original works will 
be returned to the artists at the 
end of the exhibition. Contact 
Dee at 608-242-8484, ext. 
229 with any questions.

Share your talents 
and vision of “Living 
Beyond Barriers”

Artists may submit up to 3 works for consideration, and 
eligible media include:

• Photography
• Acrylic
• Watercolor

• Charcoal & Pencil Drawing
• Original Ceramics

To submit your art for consideration, following information is 
required BY JULY 15th, 2018:

1. Contact information: Name, Address, Email Address, 
Phone Number.

2. A short biography about yourself as an artist and an 
artist’s statement about your artwork (no more than 1 
page.) You may include a photo of yourself, if you choose. 
Due to the goals and intention of the exhibition, please 
confirm that you have a disability in the biography.

3. An Image, Title, Dimensions, Price, and Medium for each 
work submitted.

ENTRY DETAILS

Call for artists

2018 BRAT SALE

Come out for this year’s Brat Sale 
fundraiser on Friday, June 15th, 
from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. As 
always, the Brat Sale will be held 
at the ACCESS to Independence 
parking lot, at 3810 Milwaukee 
Street, in Madison Rain or shine, 
the brats will be hot, drinks 
refreshing, and we’ll be sure to 
have some fun in store. Check out 
the ACCESS Facebook page for 
further updates. Pre-orders will be 
available again this year.

MAURER
FROM PAGE 4

John received his bachelor’s 
degree from UW-Parkside in 
Psychology in 2009 and looks 
forward to using the skills he 
obtained in his new position at 
Access. Originally from Racine, 
John moved to Madison after 
leaving the US Navy in 2015. 
He enjoys spending time 
at home unwinding with his 
fiancée and two dogs.



OPEN DOOR

isLoan and TeleWork Loan Programs
Funding Independence!
WisLoan and TeleWork are 
alternative loan programs that 
assist Wisconsin residents with 
disabilities to pay for assistive 
technology, or to purchase 
the necessary equipment and 
technology to enable people to work 
from home. These loan programs 
are different than traditional bank 
loans because a bank doesn’t make 
the final decision. The WisLoan and 
Telework Board does. That allows 
flexibility for people who may have 
an item they need to maintain their 
independence, but have trouble 
coming up with the money all at 
once, or finding other ways to 
pay for what they need. Simply 
call Access to Independence for 
information.

WisLoan:
What Can I Buy with a WisLoan? You can purchase 
technology such as wheelchairs, computers, ramps, 
vehicle modifications, or kitchen or bathroom remodeling 
projects or construction.

TeleWork:
What Can I Buy with a TeleWork Loan? You can pur-
chase items such as computers and software, scanners 
or fax machines, tools, office furniture, or modifications 
for an accessible office.

General Questions:
How much can I borrow? Loan amounts range from $500 
to $50,000. The loan would be for the exact amount of the 
item. Can I apply if I have no job? YES, Social Security Dis-
ability or Retirement benefits and other sources of income are 
considered. Can I apply if my credit is poor? YES, the reason 
for the poor credit is considered, as is one’s ability to repay 
the loan. How do I apply? Contact ACCESS to complete the 
loan application materials in person. Application can be done 
at the ACCESS office or at a location of your preference.

 

PLEASE DONATE TODAY! Donations can also be made online.  
Visit www.accesstoind.org and click the “Donate” tab. 

Please cut out 
and mail to 

ACCESS at the 
address listed 

on the back with 
your donation.

OPEN DOOR 7



3810 Milwaukee Street
Madison, WI 53714

The Open Door is published three times a year. Submissions of articles are always welcome. They are subject to editing for clarity. 
Opinions expressed are the authors’ and do not represent Access to Independence or its Funders. The Open Door is available in 
other formats by request. It can also be viewed on our website at www.accesstoind.org. If you are interested in advertising please 
contact ACCESS at the information provided above.

ACCESS to Independence
3810 Milwaukee St. 

Madison, WI 53714

Phone: 608.242.8484

Toll-Free: 800.362.9877

Videophone: 608.234.4484

Fax: 608.242.0383

E-mail: info@accesstoind.org

www.accesstoind.org

And people  
like YOU!

ACCESS Board MembersNorman Bair
Teresa Grenawalt

Frank Lopez
Mary Meunier

David RosenthalCharles Shoham
Joanna Storm
Keith Wanta

ACCESS is seeking new board  members. Contact us if you’d  like to know more.
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