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N ext year, ACCESS will be celebrating our 40th anniversary of providing 
quality independent living services to people with disabilities in south-central 

Wisconsin. Planning is underway for some fun and exciting events, and we hope you 
will make plans to celebrate with us. Some of the activities in the works include:

•	 Fundraiser(s) with local bands. 
•	 A contest and event to celebrate  

the talents of local artists with 
disabilities, with art works depicting 
the mission and values of ACCESS. 
(We will choose 12 winners for a 
2019 calendar!) 

•	 A community picnic to celebrate the 
history of ACCESS, with a timeline 
of highlights from our many years of 
working for independence and self-
determination for all.

SEE ANNIVERSARY, PAGE 4
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Looking forward, looking back 

N ext year, as we get ready to 
celebrate 40 years of AC-

CESS, I am getting ready to cel-
ebrate 35 years that I have been 
employed by ACCESS! November 
14, 2017, was my 34th anniversa-
ry. I pulled out my original offer of 
employment from our first direc-
tor, Eileen Berkley, that I still keep 
in my office. I made $4.50 an hour 
(that’s about $11.00 in today’s dol-
lars) and I was hired to work “ap-
proximately 10 hours a week” as 
a “limited term” clerical aide. My 
position was made permanent in 
1984, and I’ve been here ever since.

I’m known as the “ACCESS his-
torian,” which mostly just means 
that I am a very old pack rat! But 
I am proud to have served the lo-
cal community of people with dis-
abilities through ACCESS over the 
years - and to be able to share the 
remarkable story of ACCESS - al-
most from the beginning - with 
new generations of disability rights 
advocates. ACCESS is not just a 
place, but it is PEOPLE like you 
and me! I hope you will consider 
helping all of us to celebrate our 
40-year milestone by sharing your 
stories about what ACCESS has 
meant to you.

by Tracy A. Miller
CPS, Independent Living Specialist

Pictured at the award 
presentation are (l to r): 
Ann Miller Holman, TMG 
Area Associate Director; 
Don Nelson, Magellan 
Health VP for Government 
Relations - Midwest Region; 
Amie Goldman, President 
of TMG by Magellan 
Health; and Dee Nash, 
Executive Director; Mary 
Meunier, Board Chair; Jason 
Beloungy, Assistant Director; 
and Norman Bair, Board 
Vice-Chair of ACCESS to 
Independence.

The Magellan Cares Foundation has awarded a $2,500 grant to ACCESS to Independence. ACCESS would like to 
thank the Foundation for its support, and the value it places on the empowerment of people with disabilities.

THE MAGELLAN CARES FOUNDATION
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Teamwork makes the dream work

E very October, the Association of Programs for 
Rural Independent Living (APRIL) holds its 

annual conference in a different community across 
the country. APRIL is a national membership orga-
nization that promotes and addresses independent 
living issues of people with disabilities living in ru-
ral America, and which Access to Independence is a 
proud member. The theme of this year’s conference 
was “Teamwork Makes the Dream Work”. One area 

of focus was the intersectionality of different civil 
rights movements with disability rights. There was 
discussion about how race, gender, religion, sexual 
orientation, and age intersect with disability, and 
how we can all work together towards greater overall 
equality. Each year, there is also a youth conference, 
in conjunction with the full conference. I had the 
privilege of chairing the planning committee, and 
over 115 youth with disabilities attended. The youth 
participated in activities demonstrating unconscious 

Pictured is Brittany Hepler (L), and Moriah Grace, presenting at APRIL Conference. Photo Courtesy of Jon Wick

SEE TEAMWORK, PAGE 6

by Moriah Grace
Lead Yoth Staff Member at ACCESS
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Say goodbye to 2017 
by supporting Access 
to Independence

ACCESS wants to remind read-
ers that your financial sup-
port is crucial to our ability to 
serve people of ANY type of 
disability, and of ALL ages, 
throughout Columbia, Dane, 
Dodge, and Green Counties.  
If you would like to make a tax-
deductible contribution, you can:

•	 Clip out the donation slip 
from this newsletter and mail 
with a check to Access to 
Independence.

•	 Go to www.accesstoind.org,  
click on the DONATE  
button, and make a  
secure payment with your 
debit or credit card, or  
PayPal account. If you’d 
like to make your payment 
recurring, you can do so 
online as well.

•	 Contact Dee Nash at  
608-242-8484, ext. 233, or 
deen@accesstoind.org if you 
are interested in discussing 
planned giving opportunities.

Nearly ninety cents of every 
dollar is used for direct services, 
and ACCESS greatly appreci-
ates any support you can afford.

Is Access to 
Independence part 
of your end-of-year 
giving?

Details will be announced on our 
website and Facebook pages, as well as 
in future editions of The Open Door.

If you have been a part of ACCESS 
as a staff or board member, a volun-
teer, a partner provider, or especially 
as someone who’s used our services, 
we’d love to hear from you. Call Dee 
Nash at 608-242-8484, ext. 233, 
or deen@accesstoind.org, to share 
your story. You can also contact Dee 
if you’d be interested in volunteer-
ing for one of the anniversary events 
during the year.

ANNIVERSARY
FROM PAGE 1

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS & SPONSORS

Access to Independence greatly appreciates the generosity of all those who have made a financial contribution – big or small – to 
our organization. Through the generosity of our donors, ACCESS is able to expand opporunities for individuals with disabilities to 
access demonstrations and free loans of assistive technology equipment, skills training in peoples’ homes and classes at our office 
in Madison, among the wide array of services we provide. We would like to thank each of our sponsors for their generosity!

Financial DonationAT Donation Memorial - Catherine Loniello

Walmart
Rutabaga Paddlesports LLC
Dorn True Value
Cabela’s
Tanner’s Bar & Grill
FishWithMe.net
Orvis

Sponsorship

Culvers
Jody Britz
Cliff Behnke
Steve Gandolph
Alice McPeek
Bertie Davis
Bryan Shultz

Jeff Sasser
Magellan Cares Foundation/TMG
Alden & Pamela Bosben
Roger Chapman
Bessie McMahon
Etta Crawmer
Volkert, Inc.
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Pictured from left is Dee Nash, Jason Beloungy, Mike Watson, Stan Koopmans, and Mary Meunier. Photo Courtesy of 
Stan Koopmans

1st annual Reel Access to Real 
Independence fundraiser a success

O n November 1st, a few ACCESS staff and board 
members, and volunteers, gathered at the office 

for the final drawings of the fundraising event. Over 
$600 worth of raffle prizes were awarded, a fishing con-
test winner was announced, and the winning name of 
the $1,000 grand prize was drawn. ACCESS would like 
to thank all those who supported this inaugural event 
by purchasing tickets, providing sponsorship support, 

and volunteering. For a full list of this year’s sponsors 
and partners, go to www.reelaccess.org. Planning for 
the 2018 event is already underway, and some exciting 
changes and opportunities will be announced on the 
event website and Facebook page. There will be a need 
for volunteers, sponsorships, and prize donations, so 
if you are interested, please contact Jason Beloungy at  
608-242-8484, ext. 229, or jasonb@accesstoind.org.

Help ACCESS Reduce Costs
By requesting your newsletter in email format, you can help ACCESS 
reduce printing costs while still receiving the same great information! 
Contact us today to change how you read The Open Door. 
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Two New Independent Living 
Specialist/Youth Staff at ACCESS

Ashley Beal 
joined the Access 
to Independence 
staff, as an 
Independent Living 
Specialist and in 
Youth Services. 
Ashley is a 
former consumer 

with Access to Independence, and 
is a compassionate supporter of 
disability and youth rights. Ashley is 
also certified as both a Peer Support 
Specialist and in Comprehensive 
Community Services. With her 
beliefs, education, and personal and 
lived experience, Ashley has found 
her calling in working with others 
on achieving their goals towards 
independence. As a Wisconsin Native, 
Ashley enjoys spending time outdoors 
with family and friends, watching her 
son play basketball, and catching a 
good concert, especially if it’s at Alpine 
Valley Music Theatre. 

Danielle Kaiser joined the Access 
to Independence staff, as an 
Independent Living Specialist 
and in Youth Services. Danielle 
recognizes the need for advocacy 
and systems change as she has 
navigated systems as the parent of 
an individual with disabilities. She 
learned firsthand that barriers can 

exist for people with disabilities trying to access their 
communities and their rights. Danielle has previously 
worked in the public school system, and the supported 
employment field while attending college. She has 
worked with people with disabilities from four years old 
through adulthood. Danielle is a graduate of Wisconsin’s 
first Partners in Policymaking advocacy training program 
and used that experience to correct a fundamental 
error to the state’s respite care program. Danielle holds 
a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Public Affairs from 
Indiana University, graduated with an Occupational 
Therapy Assistant degree, and is a licensed COTA. She 
has experience in hospital, school, mental health and 
senior care settings. In her free time, Danielle spends 
time volunteering in the community with her daughter, 
attending concerts, and dining out. 

bias and institutional inequality. 
The youth also got to talk about 
their own experiences regarding 
race, gender, age, religion, sexual 
orientation and discrimination. 
At the end of the weekend youth 
were charged up and ready to 

go back to their communities, 
armed with tools to better sup-
port each other and grow their IL 
movements. In addition to the 
learning and networking, we did 
have time to live it up and had a 
youth dance Saturday night. All 
people from the conference were 
invited and we had a great mix 
of people. Yours truly DJ’d and 

youth in attendance got to learn 
the electric slide and “discovered” 
the Bee Gees for the first time. It 
was an honor to be able to help 
with the conference planning, 
and to work with other tremen-
dous advocates from around the 
country. As our side motto stated 
“The People United Can Never 
Be Divided”.

TEAMWORK
FROM PAGE 3
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isLoan and TeleWork Loan Programs
Funding Independence!
WisLoan and TeleWork are 
alternative loan programs that 
assist Wisconsin residents with 
disabilities to pay for assistive 
technology, or to purchase 
the necessary equipment and 
technology to enable people to work 
from home. These loan programs 
are different than traditional bank 
loans because a bank doesn’t make 
the final decision. The WisLoan and 
Telework Board does. That allows 
flexibility for people who may have 
an item they need to maintain their 
independence, but have trouble 
coming up with the money all at 
once, or finding other ways to 
pay for what they need. Simply 
call Access to Independence for 
information.

WisLoan:
What Can I Buy with a WisLoan? You can purchase 
technology such as wheelchairs, computers, ramps, 
vehicle modifications, or kitchen or bathroom remodeling 
projects or construction.

TeleWork:
What Can I Buy with a TeleWork Loan? You can pur-
chase items such as computers and software, scanners 
or fax machines, tools, office furniture, or modifications 
for an accessible office.

General Questions:
How much can I borrow? Loan amounts range from $500 
to $50,000. The loan would be for the exact amount of the 
item. Can I apply if I have no job? YES, Social Security Dis-
ability or Retirement benefits and other sources of income are 
considered. Can I apply if my credit is poor? YES, the reason 
for the poor credit is considered, as is one’s ability to repay 
the loan. How do I apply? Contact ACCESS to complete the 
loan application materials in person. Application can be done 
at the ACCESS office or at a location of your preference.

 

PLEASE DONATE TODAY! Donations can also be made online.  
Visit www.accesstoind.org and click the “Donate” tab. 

Please cut out 
and mail to 

ACCESS at the 
address listed 

on the back with 
your donation.
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3810 Milwaukee Street
Madison, WI 53714

The Open Door is published three times a year. Submissions of articles are always welcome. They are subject to editing for clarity. 
Opinions expressed are the authors’ and do not represent Access to Independence or its Funders. The Open Door is available in 
other formats by request. It can also be viewed on our website at www.accesstoind.org. If you are interested in advertising please 
contact ACCESS at the information provided above.

ACCESS to Independence
3810 Milwaukee St. 

Madison, WI 53714

Phone: 608.242.8484

Toll-Free: 800.362.9877

Videophone: 608.234.4484

Fax: 608.242.0383

E-mail: info@accesstoind.org

www.accesstoind.org

And people  
like YOU!

ACCESS Board MembersMary Meunier
Jacob FrostStanley Koopmans

Keith Wanta
Norman Bair
Frank Lopez

Charles Shoham
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